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Why Did We Create Them?

m Congressionally mandated and funded under
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Wildlife Conservation
and Restoration Program and State Wildlife Grants
program since FY 2001

m States/Territories had to submit Strategies to U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service by October 1, 2005 to
continue receiving funds; all did!
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Wildlife Action Plan Overview

m A wildlife conservation plan for the conservation
community, not just state wildlife agencies

m Developed with input from multiple partners,
stakeholders, and citizens

m Plan evaluates and assesses:
Location and abundance of wildlife
and habitats

Problems facing species and
habitats

Conservation actions to address
problems

Research and monitoring needs
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VA’s Species of Greatest

Conservation Need

m Final List: 925 species —
including Game and
Nongame Species

Assigned to one of four
tiers of relative
conservation need

Reviewed and endorsed
by scientists and
stakeholders

Tiers and associated species served as the
foundation for Plan development, including setting
conservation priorities and actions.



Species of Greates Conservation Need

250

200 -

150 -

100 -

50 -

Species of Greatest Conservation Need

Aguatic
Invertebrates

Terrestrial
Invertebrates

Birds Fish
Freshwater

Mussels

Amphibians Reptiles

Mammals

Taxonomic Group

VOO0 0006E

Percent Species of Greatest Conservation Need to Total Species in Virginia by Taxonomic Grouping




T P TR ER LR SRR e FR AR




Habitat Assessment

m Broad Habitat Assessment

Statewide terrestrial, aguatic, and
subterranean habitats, their locations, and
their condition

m Species of Greatest Conservation Need
(SGCN) Habitat Assessment

|dentified general habitat needs for all
SGCN species

Created detailed maps of
Tier | and Il species habitats
modeled from best available =~
information
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Terrestrial Species Distribution Map
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Conservation Opportunities
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Problems Currently Facing Wildlife

| Greatest threats to terrestrial
| species are related to habitat
L % destruction or fragmentation.

Greatest threats to aquatic
species are related to water
and habitat quality.
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Bottom Line

Unless habitats and functional
ecosystems are conserved, wildlife

populations will continue to decline.

Wildlife and native habitat will be
conserved only If society determlnes
they are VALUABLE ! S s
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How Is Climate Change Addressed
Within Virginia’s Wildlife Action Plan?

= Action Plan written fora | I | \
10-year planning horizon o

m Climate concerns
mentioned for a handful
of coastal and high
elevation species (Black
Rail and Red Crosshill)

m Few specific
recommendations on
how to address
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As the Climate Warms...
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concerns,
Explore opportunltles:%ifor collaboratlon

Begin developing the asysftems to make
these opportunities happen.




