
Dear Friends, 
 

The Virginia Conservation 
Network is growing, and 2008 
promises to be an exciting year. 
We have new staff and new 
programs.  VCN is doing more 
than ever to build a strong and 
unified conservation community 
all across Virginia.   

In January, more than 225 people attended Conservation 
Lobby Day—a record showing by friends of Virginia’s 
environment. Many more concerned Virginians made 
phone calls and responded to e-mail action alerts, 
contributing to General Assembly victories on issues 
ranging from citizen environmental boards to smart 
growth.  

In April, VCN proudly welcomed our newest staff 
member, Dana Roberts. As Outreach and Capacity-
Building Coordinator, Dana will serve as a liaison to  
the network’s 120 member organizations.  To help us 
continually improve our services, she will soon be 
conducting a membership survey. Plans are also underway 
to re-launch our website, www.vcnva.org, later this year.  

This summer, Virginia Conservation Network and the 
Virginia League of Conservation Voters – Education Fund 
will again co-host Summer Workshops for Legislative 
Contact Team volunteers.  The LCT program offers 
training and support to a vital corps of environmental 
ambassadors, who serve as their legislator’s primary 
constituent contact on environmental priorities.   

2008 Summer Workshops for LCT volunteers 
July 08: Richmond, YWCA 
July 14: Arlington, Arlington Central Library 
July 15: Warrenton, Warrenton’s Visitor Center 
July 22: Norfolk, Ernie Morgan Center, Norfolk Zoo 
July 24: Roanoke, Roanoke Higher Education Center 
July 29: South Boston, The Prizery Arts Center 

 

 

The 2008 summer workshops will focus on “Bridging the 
Gap: Conservation as a Local, State and Federal Priority.”  
All trainings are held from 5:30–8:00 p.m.  Dinner is 
provided.  If you are interested in becoming an ambassador 
for Virginia’s environment, please join us for one of these 
exciting workshops—and bring a friend.  

This fall, please join us on September 26 and 27 to 
celebrate VCN’s continued growth at the network’s annual 
meeting, the Virginia Environmental Assembly. Hosted 
by Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, this 
year’s assembly promises engaging speakers, hands-on 
tours and the chance to network with your environmental 
allies. 

You won’t want to miss the VCN Awards & Auction that 
Friday night, September 26. We  will honor Virginia’s 
conservation leaders and enjoy an entertaining evening of 
food, wine and music, plus silent and live auctions to 
benefit VCN’s environmental education and advocacy 
programs. 

We hope to see you there and thank you again for your 
continued support of the Virginia Conservation Network. 

 
With Warmest Regards, 
 
 
 
Martha Wingfield,  
VCN President�
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Virginia Conservation Network: the commonwealth’s s tatewide network  
With over 100 member organizations, VCN strengthens conservation groups  

and builds grassroots involvement through: 
 

· Increasing Public Awareness and Involvement through events like Citizen Lobby Days, Legislative 
Forums, and the Virginia Environmental Assembly 

· Elevating Awareness of Important Environmental Issues, through the VCN Newsletter, VCN E-News, the 
VCN website, an action alert network,  and the publication of conservation briefing books  

· Coordinating an effective statewide response on important policy issues through workgroups on water,  
conservation, land use and transportation, energy and air quality and forest issues 
       
 
 

    Contribute online by visiting www.vcnva.org and cli cking the “Donate Now” link. 

  Appalachian Voices 
  Mission: To empower people to defend the Appalachian region’s rich natural and cultural heritage                         
  by providing them with tools and strategies for successful grassroots campaigns. 
  Location: Staff in Roanoke and Radford; Office in Boone, NC 
  Phone: (828) 262-1500 | Toll Free: (877)-APP-VOICE  
  Visit Online at: www.appvoices.org 

 

Shenandoah Valley Pure Water Forum 
Mission: To promote activities addressing water quality issues and environmental education in the 
Shenandoah River watershed, located in northwestern Virginia.  
Location: Harrisonburg, Virginia 
Visit Online at: www.purewaterforum.org 

 
    Shenandoah Battlefields Foundation 
    Mission: To preserve, conserve, and interpret the legacy of the Civil War in the Shenandoah Valley.  
    Location: New Market, Virginia 
    Phone: (540) 740- 4545 
    Visit online at: www.shenandoahatwar.org 
 

  Upper Tennessee River Basin Roundtable 
  Mission: To achieve clean water throughout the watershed with the involvement of citizens in            
  planning, educating, attracting funding, and serving as advocates for our water resources. 
  Location: Abingdon, VA 
  Phone: (276) 628-1600 
  Visit Online at: www.uppertnriver.org 
 
Virginia Bluebird Society 
Mission: To promote bluebirds and other native cavity nesters. 
Location: Fredericksburg, VA 
Visit Online at: www.virginiabluebirds.org 
   
Friends of Dyke Marsh 
Mission: To monitor, protect, restore and enjoy the marsh and its flora and fauna. 
Location: Alexandria, VA 
Visit Online at: www.fodm.org 
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The Virginia Conservation Network is proud to be th e National Wildlife Federation’s 
Commonwealth of Virginia affiliate. 

 
NWF members in Virginia care deeply about protecting wildlife 
and habitat.  A strong connection to the land is a Virginia tradition 
shared by VCN and its member groups.  We are excited at the 
opportunity to provide them with a link to our member groups that 
are working on the ground to preserve these resources in their 
neighborhoods and rural communities. 

To empower people to defend the Appalachian region’s rich natural and cultural heritage                          

A News Column from the  
National Wildlife Federation 

Virginia has 112 miles of Atlantic coastline and an  
amazing 3,315 miles of tidal shoreline along the          
Chesapeake Bay and its tributary rivers.  Sandy beaches 
and verdant tidal marshes stretch almost as far west as 
Richmond, offering some of the best fishing and bird 
watching in the state—not to mention some of the most 
prized real estate. 

For decades, Virginia Conservation Network (VCN) has 
worked hard to protect Virginia’s coast and wetlands 
from erosion and poorly planned development.  Now, 
Virginia’s shoreline and coastal communities face a new 
threat: rising sea levels due to global warming. 

A new report from the National Wildlife Federation 
(NWF), Sea-Level Rise and Coastal Habitats of the 
Chesapeake Bay shows in vivid detail the dramatic         
effects of sea-level rise on denizens of the nation's largest 
estuary, including great blue herons, sea turtles and 
Chesapeake Bay watermen.  The report is available at 
www.nwf.org/sealevelrise/. 

If sea level rises by just two feet over the next century, 
the Chesapeake will lose 161,000 acres of brackish 
marsh, key spawning habitat for many fish and feeding 
grounds for migratory birds.  Almost 60 percent of the 
region’s Atlantic beaches will disappear, spelling disaster 
for a tourist economy that depends on sunbathing, bird 
watching and sport fishing. 

Rising sea levels also mean greater flooding from the 
tropical storms. Already, major home insurance                 
companies have left the market, but flooding isn’t just a 
menace to shoreline homeowners.  It could cost taxpayers 
millions to repair roads and other infrastructure. Norfolk 
Naval Station is our nation’s largest, but it may be the 
most vulnerable to global warming. 

VCN board member and Wetlands Watch executive            
director Skip Stiles has been sounding the alarm in 
Hampton Roads for two years, speaking to Rotary clubs, 
reporters, and planning commissions. He was                       
instrumental in compiling the NWF report.  For a closer 
look at what a rising sea level means to Tidewater           
homeowners and local governments, visit 
www.wetlandswatch.org 

Some degree of sea level rise, linked to rising global          
average temperatures is inevitable, but we can avert the 
worst case scenario by acting quickly.  Our elected           
officials in Washington, Richmond and our hometowns 
need solid evidence like that provided in the report.  They 
also need to hear from citizens that this is a public policy 
priority.  Virginians are ready to work together to solve 
global warming and save Virginia for our  children and 
grandchildren. 
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Virginia Sustainable Building Network (VSBN) has 
been working since 1995 as the only statewide 
organization promoting green building and 
sustainable development in Virginia. To accomplish 
its mission, VSBN has built a statewide network of 
green building proponents, provides green building 
events and training around the state and region, 
provides technical assistance on green building 
design and operations, and maintains an information 
clearinghouse and resource directory. 
 
Recent VSBN activities include the multi-year effort 
to plan and undertake the EarthCraft House Virginia 
Single Family Program, in collaboration with the 
Home Builders Association of Virginia (HBAV) 
and Southface Energy Institute, the "parent" of the 
original EarthCraft Program in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Over 400 builders, designers, code officials and 
product representatives were trained, and VSBN 
helped sign up over 40 builders for the program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

         EarthCraft House pictured above 
 
EarthCraft House™ is an innovative new green 
building program that provides home builders with a 
set of guidelines to construct energy-efficient and 
environmentally friendly homes. The program 
standards were developed in 1999 through a unique 
partnership between Southface Energy Institute, the 

Greater Atlanta Home Builders Association, 
government officials and environmentalists. HBAV 
and VSBN are the Virginia partners for the Single 
Family Program. 
 
To ensure quality, an EarthCraft House must pass a 
set of inspections by a certified third-party 
inspector. Although rigorous, the program standards 
provide ample room for creativity in the design and 
building processes. The inspection is based on a 
flexible point system that includes areas such as site 
planning, energy efficient techniques and 
equipment, resource efficient design, waste 
management, indoor air quality, and water 
conservation. 
 
This spring, VSBN hosted it’s third “The State of 
High Performance Schools in Virginia” conference, 
featuring keynote speaker Ronald Bogle, President 
and CEO of the American Architectural Foundation. 
Topics included: green design and renovation to 
address indoor air quality and other high 
performance goals, U.S. EPA's Indoor Air Quality 
for Schools Program, LEED™ for Schools national 
overview and Virginia initiatives, building retrofit 
case studies using performance contracting, 
ENERGY STAR tools for assessing energy usage 
and high performance schools from the construction 
contractor perspective. 
 
 

In each issue of VCNnews, Virginia Conservation 
Network highlights the efforts and accomplishments 
of one of our 100+ member organizations.  If your 
organization would like to be showcased in a future 
issue, please e-mail Dana@vcnva.org. 
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The annual meeting of the Virginia Sustainable 
Building Network is slated for June 25 at the                
University of Richmond.  The theme is “One Planet 
Living,” and Greg Searle of BioRegional North 
America will deliver the keynote address. Searle will 
speak on “One Planet Communities,” a concept first 
pioneered in the U.K. and now being emulated 
around the globe. One Planet Communities are those 
which use only one planet’s worth of resources. 
These communities seek to reduce their collective 
ecological footprint through green building, pedes-
trian-friendly neighborhood design, recycling, and 
renewable energy.  The ultimate goal is zero             
emissions and zero waste.   
 
This fall, VSBN is planning some exciting events, 
including the second Greening Virginia                         
Universities and Colleges Conference and the                
Commonwealth of  Virginia Energy and                         
Sustainability (COVES) Conference, which will be 
held September 17–19 in Richmond.   

Please visit the website, www.vsbn.org, for                  
additional information on upcoming events, to view 
the new map-based regional calendar of events and 
Green Building case studies, to browse the who’s 
who of Virginia green building directory, or to order 
your Virginia Shades of Green 2008 Calendar, a 
showcase of twelve environmentally responsible 
buildings in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  
 

The Virginia Conservation Network is pleased to 
welcome Outreach and Capacity Building                
Coordinator, Dana Roberts.  
 
Dana is a graduate  
of Virginia Tech  
and the former            
Education Coordina-
tor for the Virginia            
Association of Soil 
and Water Conser-
vation Districts.    
 
She has served on the National Association of 
Conservation Districts Education Committee, 
Chaired the Virginia Water Monitoring Council 
Education Committee and is a member of the 
Virginia Tech College of Natural Resources 
Alumni Board.  
 
Members will be hearing from her soon about a 
VCN membership survey and upcoming training 
events.  She is also busy planning the network’s 
annual meeting, the Virginia Environmental          
Assembly and the VCN Awards & Auction.  
 
Please let her know if you wish to be added to 
the E-News e-mail list, VCN Newsletter mailing 
list or wish to donate items to the auction.  
 
Dana Roberts can be reached at the Virginia 
Conservation Network Office, 422 East Franklin 
Street, Suite 303, Richmond, VA 23219;            
E-mail: dana@vcnva.org; Phone: 804-644-0283; 
Fax: 804-644-0286.  
 

Dana Roberts, VCN Outreach and  
Capacity-Building Coordinator 
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Conservationists won important              
legislative victories during the 2008 
session of the Virginia General              
Assembly, protecting the integrity of 
the state’s citizen environmental 
boards and blocking a proposal to open 
the door to uranium mining in Virginia. 
 
At times, shrinking state revenues and 
the unraveling of last year’s transportation funding 
package exacerbated partisan divisions at the capitol.                
However, conservationists worked across party           
lines, and found lawmakers increasingly receptive      
to a pro-citizen, pro-environment message. 
          
These victories vindicate hours of hard work and  
close cooperation within the Virginia Conservation                 
Network.  The network’s workgroups and legislative 
committee consciously sought to identify priority           
issues on which to focus collective resources.     
More than 225 people attended energizing and                  
educational Conservation Lobby Day co-hosted by 
VCN and the Garden Club of Virginia. Many more 
conservation-minded Virginians made phone calls   
and responded to e-mail action alerts in the weeks  
that followed.  
  
As a result, the cabal of industries aligned against    
Virginia’s citizen environmental boards was forced   
to concede the key issues of permitting authority     
and public input. Two bills that VCN initially               
opposed, HB 1334 and SB 423, were drastically      
rewritten for the better.  Particular credit is due                 
to National Parks Conservation Association, former 
DEQ director Bob Burnley, Water Control Board 
Chairman Shelton Miles, and Delegate Clarke Hogan 
for their leadership. 
  
Two remaining priority bills—SB 768 and SB 525—
passed through the Senate despite the best efforts of 
allies like Senator Mark Herring and Senator Edward 
Houck, who spoke against flawed impact-fee and     
 
 

uranium-mining bills respectively.                                            
Fortunately, House Speaker William Howell 
assigned both to the Rules Committee, 
where they were destined for greater               
scrutiny. 
  
The impact-fee proposal, SB 768, sought to 
replace Virginia’s current proffer system 
with paltry impact fees on new                           

development.  Recognizing this as both an                            
impediment to smart growth and a de facto property 
tax increase,  delegates passed by the bill in favor of 
further study.  This victory is due in large part to   
Piedmont Environmental Council and the Coalition 
for Smarter Growth, who sounded the alarm and 
brought local governments together with                          
conservationists to oppose the bill. 
  
The uranium-mining “study” bill, SB 525, sought to 
create a commission to investigate lifting the state’s  
20-year moratorium on uranium mining.                            
Conservationists were right to decry the bill as more 
than an impartial scientific study. Delegate Clarke     
Hogan and Delegate Watkins Abbitt led the charge 
against the muddled and complex bill, working 
closely with the Virginia League of Conservation   
Voters and the Southern Environmental Law                  
Center.  Ultimately, SB 525 was tabled in the House 
Rules Committee, although the question of uranium 
mining promises to resurface next year. 
 
VCN’s fourth and final priority going into the                        
legislative session was increased funding for water 
quality and sustainable agriculture, particularly the 
cost-share program that helps farmers pay for best 
management practices (BMP) to protect water quality.  
In the final days of the legislative session, lawmakers 
hammered out a budget compromise that included $15 
million for BMPs. Although well short of the $100 
million needed, this was nevertheless a forward in a 
belt-tightening budget.   
 
 

Virginia Conservation Network’s 2008 General Assembly Wrap-up 
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What Are VCN Workgroups?  
 

VCN member organizations shape the Network’s  positions and policy decisions through participation in our 
issue workgroups. Any representative of a VCN member organization may participate! 

 

VCN has issue workgroups devoted to: Rural Issues &  Land Conservation, Water,  
Energy & Air Quality,  Land Use & Transportation, &  Forest Issues.   

 

If you are interested in learning more about our workgroups please contact Suzanne at (804) 644-0283. 

mining bills respectively.                                            

Legislator’s returned to the capitol for one more           
day’s work in April, taking up Governor Tim Kaine’s                
amendments to bills passed during the session.           
Lawmakers signed off on the Governor’s provision          
of an additional $5 million to the Civil War Historic 
Site Preservation Fund and $525,000 in operational 
support for the Virginia Outdoors Foundation (both 
supported by the conservation community), but             
rebuffed a third budget amendment that would have 
strengthened state green building standards. 
 
The General Assembly squashed a problematic           
amendment to SB 596 after conservationists           
sounded the alarm and the Governor issued a              
retraction. Although intended in part to codify             
electricity conservation targets in the State Energy 
Plan, the amendment included a “poison pill” for 
environmentalists: restricting the State Corporation  
 
 

Commission and tilting the playing field in favor of 
utility projects—including transmission lines proposed 
in Northern Virginia and the power plant proposed in 
Wise County.  
 
No doubt, many pro-environment bills were also           
tabled in the General Assembly this year.  Notably, the 
legislature’s refusal to even begin tracking greenhouse 
gases from heavy industry and major roads reflects the 
challenge remaining for Virginia’s environmental          
advocates. The prospect of yet another special session 
to address state transportation needs also suggests that 
2008 will remain a busy year. 
 
Nevertheless, the successes of the 2008 General              
Assembly demonstrate that by working together            
conservationists have real power in Virginia.  Take a 
moment to celebrate and to thank the leaders who took 
up our cause. 
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