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Dear Friends, 
 
Virginia Conservation Network underwent many 
changes in 2006: new staff, new board members, and a 
new office among them.  2007 promises to be an 
exciting year, VCN will celebrate at our Annual 
Conservation Awards on Thurs., May 3 at 7:00 p.m.  
 In the past VCN has been honored to present 
many distinguished and informed speakers at each 
annual awards ceremony and dinner.  This year we are 
delighted to present the Annual Conservation Awards 
in a slightly different, but equally entertaining format.   
 We hope you will join us as we share a night 
of fun, honor our conservation heroes, and present the 
hilarious musical satire troupe: the Capitol Steps.  The 
evening’s special events will take place on Thursday, 
May 3, 2007 at the Modlin Center for the Arts located 
on the scenic campus of the University of Richmond 
in Richmond, Virginia.  We begin the night at 5:30 
p.m. with a delicious heavy hors d'oeuvre reception.  
Sponsors, awardees, honored guests, and conservation 
leaders will be in attendance for relaxed mingling 
before the performance.  I hope you will join me at the 
pre-show reception by purchasing a sponsor ticket.   
 At 7:00 p.m. we will present our Annual 
Conservation Awards to leaders who have worked to 
create a more sustainable commonwealth.  We will 
honor Bank of America for sustainable business 

 
plans at the corporate level; the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation for government 
leadership in constructing Virginia’s first state-owned 
LEED certified building, the Wilderness Road State 
Park Visitors Center; the Christiansburg-based 
Community Housing Partners Corporation for non-
profit Leadership in green building and sustainability; 
and Ms. Bryna Dunn, LEED AP, with Moseley 
Architects for her exemplary leadership to promote 
green building practices.   

The final award of the evening goes to Rev. 
Richard Cizik for his leadership within the faith 
community on the issues of global warming and 
sustainability.  I am so pleased to honor all our 
awardees for their important work to help Virginians 
create more environmentally conscious communities.  

At  7:30 p.m., the Capitol Steps will take the 
stage to parody the ridiculous world we all call home. 

I hope you will join us for what promises to be 
a night of laughter. As conservationists we all need to 
take a moment to enjoy the absurdity. 
 

With Warmest Regards, 
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Virginia Conservation Network | the Commonwealth’s only statewide network  
 

With over 100 diverse member organizations, VCN is working to strengthen the effectiveness of conservation 
groups and build grassroots involvement through: 

 
· Increasing Public Awareness and Involvement through events like Citizen Lobby Days, Legislative 

Forums, and the Virginia Environmental Assembly 
 
· Elevating Awareness of Important Environmental Issues, through the VCN Newsletter, VCN E-News, the 

VCN website, an action alert network,  and the publication of conservation briefing books with white 
papers on many major conservation issues 

 
· Coordinating an effective statewide response on important policy issues through workgroups on water, 

air, conservation, land use and transportation, energy and forest issues 
       
 
 
     

Please consider a donation to support this work tod ay. 
Contribute online by visiting www.vcnva.org and cli cking the “Donate Now” link. 

Dan River Basin Association 
Mission: The Dan River Basin Association preserves and promotes the natural and cultural re-
sources of the Dan River Basin through Stewardship, Recreation, and Education 
Location: Collinsville, Virginia 
Phone: 336-548-3722 
Visit Online at: www.danriver.org 
 
Capitol Region Land Conservancy 
Mission: To promote the conservation of the capital region’s historically significant land, scenic 
natural areas and ecologically sensitive land, water, and wildlife resources. 
Location: Richmond, Virginia 
Phone: 804-745-3110 
Visit Online at: www.capitalregionland.org 
 
Citizens for a Fort Monroe National Park 
Mission: To establish Fort Monroe as a national park to ensure  this historic, cultural, and rec-
reational treasure with views across Hampton Roads harbor, up the Chesapeake Bay, and 
into America’s past is preserved.  
Location: Hampton, Virginia 
Visit online at: www.cfmnp.org 
 
Rockfish Valley Foundation 
Mission: The mission of the Rockfish Valley Foundation is to preserve the natural, historical, 
ecological, and agricultural resources of the Rockfish Valley. 
Location: Nellysford, Virginia 
Phone: 434 -361-2251 
Visit Online at: www.rockfishvalley.org 
 

&�$��'�

What Are VCN Workgroups?  
 

VCN member organizations shape the Network’s  positions and policy decisions through participation in our 
Issue Workgroups. Any representative of a VCN member organization may participate! 

 

VCN has Issue Workgroups devoted to: Air, Rural Issues & Land Conservation, Water, Energy,  
Land Use & Transportation, Wildlife, & Forest Issues.   

 

If you are interested in learning more about any of our workgroups please phone VCN at  (804) 644-0283. 

Gov. Kaine also overhauled the much-publicized 
House transportation package, criss-crossing the state 
to win public support. Smart growth advocates en-
couraged him in vain to reintroduce a provision grant-
ing local governments the authority to deny rezonings 
because of traffic impacts.  Appeals for increased 
funding for mass transit fared better, with $45 million 
in new funds for transit operations and 20 percent of 
the $300 billion, ten-year bond dedicated to transit 
projects. Quote from Stewart? 
 
Conservationists were encouraged by the creation of 
urban development areas to target growth. However, 
the bill gives priority to several road building ventures 

that will do more to create sprawl that to alleviate con-
gestion, including the Southeastern Expressway in 
Hampton Roads, a wider I-66 and the Tri-County 
Parkway in Northern Virginia, and an eight-lane 81 to 
the west. 
 
“Shortcomings in the mammoth electricity and trans-
portation bills, underscore the need to help decision 
makers better understand how those issues relate to 
conservation and quality of life,” said VCN Executive 
Director Nathan Lott. “Understanding the true rela-
tionship between conservation and our future prosper-
ity is the first step toward sustainable policies.” 

 

 

Martha Wingfield, President of VCN’s Board  
addresses over 100 citizens at VCN’s annual  

Lobby Day. 

 
 

More than 100 Virginia citizens took part in the net-
work’s 2007 Legislative Action Day—better known 
as Lobby Day—on Monday, Jan. 15.  Staff and vol-
unteers from VCN member groups joined Legislative 
Contact Team members in a show of support for Vir-
ginia’s waterways, forests and wildlife.  After a 
whirlwind review of more than 40 conservation-
related bills, participants met with their representa-
tives to deliver a unified message, calling for in-
crease water quality funding, clean energy incentives 
and better land use. 
 
Participants heard State Senator Mark Herring give 
his evaluation of the land use and transportation de-
bate as well as an explanation of the anti-SLAPP leg-
islation he patroned.  Question and Answer sessions 
with professional lobbyists offered insider insight on 
how to effectively communicate with legislators, and 
discussions with VCN workgroup leaders provided 
greater depth on key environmental issues. 

For more information on how you can become a citizen voice for conservation by joining a Legislative 
Contact Team, phone VCN  at 804-644-0283. 

VCN LOBBY DAY— 2.15.07 
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Virginia’s senators and delegates re-
turned to their districts in late February 
after a fast-paced legislative session 
that saw mixed results for conserva-
tion.   
 
Lawmakers authorized bonds to fund 
long overdue sewage-treatment plant 
upgrades and put on hold a controver-
sial proposal to combine the state’s air, 
waste, and water boards.  "Lawmakers 
clearly heard from many conservation-minded Vir-
ginians that the Bay clean-up remains a top priority 
and that more public discussion is needed before 
merging the Commonwealth's citizen environmental 
boards," said Ann Jennings, executive director of the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 
 
Grassroots organizations secured new protections 
from frivolous SLAPP suits (strategic lawsuits against 
public participation), which a handful of unscrupulous 
developers have used to used to stifle local opposition.  
"The passage of SLAPP suit protection legislation is a 
victory for all citizens of the commonwealth,” said 
Lisa Guthrie, executive director of the Virginia 
League of Conservation Voters. “Every citizen has the 
right to First Amendment protection to participate in 
their government.  Passage of SB 1250 ensures the 
voice of a people as an integral part of our democ-
racy."�
�
Citizens working to protect farms and natural areas in 
their communities also secured an important victory 
with the state’s first ever investment—almost $4 mil-
lion—in local purchase of development rights pro-
grams.  The prospect of state matching grants is ex-
pected to spur creation of new PDR programs 
throughout the commonwealth. 
 
However, numerous bills intended to curb Virginia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions were left on the committee 
room floor.  Proposals to require the state to adopt 
green building standards and purchase hybrid cars  

were dismissed as too costly or com-
plicated, and a study examining the 
likely impacts of global warming  
in Virginia was rejected by skeptics. 
 
“Despite the continued inaction by our 
legislature on clean energy solutions, 
we need to recognize that more energy 
efficiency and smart energy bills are 
being introduced,” said Mike Town, 
executive director of the Sierra Club’s 

Virginia Chapter.  “We can’t expect to change Vir-
ginia in one legislative session … If our organizations, 
their members, and volunteers continue talking about 
global warming, we will see successes in the near fu-
ture.” 
 
Proponents of a state incentives for energy efficiency 
won a small but significant victory with the passage of 
a Columbus Day–weekend tax holiday for energy effi-
cient appliances worth $2500 or less. 
 
Virginians will be looking for more efficient appli-
ances if the Dominion-backed electric utility “re-
regulation” law functions as environmentalists fear it 
will. The bill, which swept through the legislature 
with minimal debate, includes for fuel- and construc-
tion-cost recovery provisions that reward utilities for 
building new coal and nuclear plants because its rate-
payers who foot the bill. 
 
Consumer advocates decried the bill as the most in-
dustry-friendly of its kind; conservationists asked 
Gov. Tim Kaine to use his amendment powers to 
place efficiency, demand management, and renewable 
energy on equal footing with coal and nuclear power.  
Kaine measurably improved the law, but a coalition of 
environmental and consumer groups—including many 
VCN members—issued a statement concluding “this 
legislation is deeply flawed and still … favors new 
generation over smart energy management.” The 
group added: “The fight to move Virginia into a 21st 
century energy economy is just beginning.” 

Lawmakers endorse bonds for the Bay, local PDRs, and public input,  
but ignore global warming.  

Virginia’s Thomas Jefferson-
designed Capitol  
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The Virginia Conservation Network is proud to be th e National Wildlife Federation’s 
Commonwealth of Virginia affiliate. 

 
The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is a national organization 
that tackles conservation issues on global, national, and regional 
scales.  NWF has affiliate organizations in 47 states and territories and 
boasts 4 million members, with 30,000 members in Virginia alone!  

 

NWF members in Virginia care deeply about protecting wildlife and habitat.  A strong 
connection to the land is a Virginia tradition shared by VCN and its member groups.  We are excited at the 

opportunity to provide them with a link to our member groups that are working on the ground to preserve these 
resources in their neighborhoods and rural communities. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Blueprint for Conserving Wildlife 
 
As anyone who lives in a house knows, if your roof is leaking, 
you need to get up there and patch the leak. But if your founda-
tion is collapsing, well, you have a much more serious and ex-
pensive problem. The same can be said for wildlife. By keeping 
species healthy in the first place, we avoid costly recovery ef-
forts, saving both wildlife and taxpayer dollars. 
 
This commonsense idea inspired conservation pioneers like Aldo 
Leopold and Herbert Stoddard to advocate the science-based 
management of our natural resources. It led to the founding of 
many Virginia Conservation Network member organizations and 
to major restoration efforts for species like the bald eagle and 
gray wolf.  Today, we have seen those populations rebound, but 
more than 1,000 species remain threatened or endangered. 
 
Historically, the states have been on the front lines of conserva-
tion as stewards of the nation’s wildlife. In 2001, the U.S. Con-
gress created the State Wildlife Grants Program to help agencies 
like the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
(DGIF) restore and protect priority habitats and monitor wildlife 
populations in danger of decline. The goal of the program is to 
“keep common species common,” and keep threatened species 
off the endangered list.  
 
Congress charged all 56 U.S. states and territories with creating 
their own conservation blue-prints for wildlife, known as state 
wildlife action plans. DGIF worked with scientists, non-profit 
organizations, community groups and citizens to develop Vir-
ginia’s plan. You can find the plan and more about it at bewild-
virginia.org. 

Implementation of the plan, however, depends on annual appro-
priations for the State Wildlife Grants Program, and Congress has 
not followed through on its promise of a steady increase in fund-
ing.  In fact, in recent years, Congress has cut funding. That is 
why Virginia Conservation Network has joined the Teaming with 
Wildlife coalition to seek increased funding for state wildlife 
grants.   
 
Teaming with Wildlife is the largest coalition in conservation 
history, made up of more than 5,000 organizations. More than 
100 Virginia groups have signed on, representing wildlife manag-
ers, conservationists, hunters and anglers, and businesses. 
 
Executive Director Nathan Lott recently represented VCN at the 
annual Teaming with Wildlife Fly-In in Washington, D.C.  Na-
than joined 22 other National Wildlife Federation affiliates and 
wildlife supporters from 43 states to talk to members of Congress 
about the importance of the State Wildlife Grants Program.  Na-
than and David Whitehurst of DGIF met with members of Vir-
ginia’s congressional delegation, urging their support.  Thanks to 
their efforts, five members have added their names to a letter 
calling for at least $85 million for State Wildlife Grants.  We at 
NWF are grateful to Nathan for joining us in this effort, and we 
are grateful to Senators Warner and Webb, as well as Representa-
tives Boucher, Davis and Moran for lending their support to the 
nation’s primary conservation program for keeping wildlife 
healthy. 

If your organization is interested in joining Teaming with Wild-
life, you can join online at:  http://bewildvirginia.org/join.  I urge 
you sign up today to support Virginia’s wildlife! 
 

         By: Sarah Gannon Nagle 
         Manager, State Wildlife Action Project 
         National Wildlife Federation 

A News Column from the  
National Wildlife Federation 
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The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay (Alliance) is a 
regional nonprofit organization that builds and 
fosters partnerships to protect and restore the Bay 
and its rivers. It is a coalition of educators, 
scientists, farmers, recreational enthusiasts, 
environmentalists, businesses, government officials, 
and citizens across the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  
The Alliance has been a leader in facilitating these 
groups to come to consensus on positions and 
programs that help to protect the Chesapeake Bay.  
Known as “The Voice of the Bay,” the Alliance 
continues to be a source of unbiased information, 
able to act as a neutral party on all Bay watershed 
issues.  The Alliance maintains offices in Baltimore; 
Harrisburg, PA; Washington DC and Richmond, 
Virginia.  Some Virginia programs include: 
 
2007 James River Sojourn 
The 2007 James River Sojourn is a partnership 
project coordinated by the Virginia office of the 
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and follows on 
four previously successful James River Sojourns, as 

well as 17 years of Alliance sojourns on the major 
tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay.  Working with 
local and regional organizations, the James River 
Sojourn is a 7-day on-the-water traveling 

educational and publicity event for up to 125 
paddlers, with this year’s theme being 
Rediscovering Conservation: Land Use Along 
James River, Then and Now.  The journey will start 
on the Rivanna River and travel down the James to 
and through Richmond, ending up at Dutch Gap 
Conservation Area.  Dates are June 16-23 and 
additional information is available at 
www.AllianceChesBay.org. 
 
Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring.  
The staff of the Alliance Virginia office works with 
watershed and monitoring groups around Virginia to 
provide training of volunteer citizen in chemical and 
bacteria monitoring.  Once certified under the 
Alliances Quality Assurance Program Plan, these 
volunteers contribute to DEQ’s biennial reports by 
providing Level III data (equivalent to DEQ 
sampling) for several parameters.  This year, the 
Alliance is launching its Train-the-Trainer program 
to help groups expand their capacity to train and 
certify water quality monitors locally.  The Alliance 
is also supporting the emerging Virginia Citizens for 
Water Quality (VCWQ) in order to provide 
coordination among citizen water quality monitors 
around the state.  As in previous years, the Alliance 
is signatory to the Partnership Agreement between 
DEQ, DCR, and several other groups, which affirms 
a joint commitment on the part of state agencies and 
volunteer monitoring interests to utilize and support 
volunteer water quality monitoring efforts in 
Virginia. 
 

In each issue of VCNnews, VCN highlights the  
efforts of one of our 100+ member organizations to 
learn from successes in other regions.  If your  
organization would like to be included in a future 
issue, please e-mail Suzanne@vcnva.org . 

Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay 
530 E. Main Street, Suite 501 

Richmond, VA  23218 
(804) 775-0951 

www.AllianceChesBay.org 
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Want to know how just a few 
minutes of your time can make 
a powerful impact on Virginia’s 
environment?  
 

Sign up for Conservation e-Action Virginia! Alerts  
 
Conservation e-Action Virginia (CAV!) is a  
collaborative effort among environmental and  
conservation organizations throughout the state to 
educate and mobilize their members by using the 
power of an online network.  The CAV! system 
provides partner organizations with a powerful 
means of getting a collaborative action message 
out to concerned citizens like YOU!  Participating 
citizens are then asked to contact their elected offi-
cials, administrative decision makers, and  
leaders in industry and big business.  
 
Participation in this email alert system is fast, free 
of charge and completely voluntary.  You need to 
opt yourself into the program by enrolling 
online.  Once you are enrolled, you will receive an 
average of ten alerts per year regarding pressing 
conservation issues.  The alerts provide you with a 
sample message that can be sent instantly to the 
targeted decision-makers with just a click of a but-
ton.  Approximately  half of these alerts are sent 
during the General Assembly session.  
 
So far, in 2007, the CAV! system has been used by 
concerned Virginians to send over 1600 emails to 
legislators and state officials.  This year  
legislators considered bills about land use,  
transportation, air quality, energy conservation, 
water and natural resources funding.  By respond-
ing to our CAV! Alerts, Virginia citizens helped to 
influence critical conservation decisions by dem-
onstrating that Virginians truly care about the fu-
ture of our Commonwealth.    
 
Just a few seconds of your time can help us make a 
significant difference.  To learn more about the 
CAV! program or to sign up to become a CAV! 
member, please go to the website of  our sponsor 
organization: Virginia League of Conservation 
Voters Education Fund – http://capwiz.com/
valcvef/mlm/signup/.   
 

Restoration and Water Quality Protection 
Much of the work of the Alliance involves partner-
ships with local and regional groups to help build ca-
pacity for undertaking restoration activities.  In 2006, 
the Alliance helped the Rappahannock Wildlife Ref-
uge Friends in Warsaw, VA increase its membership 
and capacity to support the Rappahannock River Val-
ley NWR.  The Alliance recruited Northern Neck vol-
unteers to design and install a native plant BayScapes 
garden at the Refuge headquarters.  Volunteers be-
came new members and have agreed to long term 
stewardship of the garden at the Refuge.  In a similar 
project at Presquile NWR, the Alliance worked with 
partners to host a series of planting days in which 250 
volunteers planted 3500 trees to stabilize the NWR 
shoreline along the James River and provide habitat 
for wildlife.  The Refuge now has a cohort of willing 
volunteers to assist with additional tasks in the future 
 
Following on the successful design and installation of 
Richmond’s first green roof on the SunTrust building, 
the Alliance is now working with Union BankShares 
to promote the green building technologies, including 
an extensive green roof and other stormwater and LID 
features at its new corporate center in Caroline 
County.  To help encourage local businesses to incor-
porate conservation landscaping into their facilities, 
the Alliance is working with partners to design and 
host a “BayScapes for Corporate and Public Facilities” 
workshop in the fall of 2007. 
 
Since 2003, the Alliance has been working with the 
Center for Watershed Protection and the National 
Homebuilders Association under a program called 
Builders for the Bay to host a series of better site de-
sign Roundtables in all the Bay states.  These roundta-
bles provide a successful format in which local com-
munity stakeholders, the building industry, and local 
government staff and officials review codes and ordi-
nances to evaluate how water quality can be protected 
during development.  In Virginia, Charles City County 
completed a Builders Roundtable in 2003.  The Alli-
ance is presently working with the Virginia Beach 
Green Ribbon Panel to complete a roundtable process 
that is focusing on redevelopment. 
 
For further information about any of these projects, 
please contact Leslie Middleton, Director of the  
Virginia office of the Alliance at (804) 775-0951 or 
lmiddleton@acb-online.org. 


