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Dear Friends, 
 

As 2005 draws to a close and 2006 is dawning, 
the Commonwealth's conservation  
community has much cause for celebration!  
Across the state, VCN's member groups are  
tallying their year-end successes.  Notably, 
thanks to years of efforts to raise awareness 
about the connection between land use and 
transportation, the discussion of how and where 
we grow next will finally be part of the 
transportation focus during the 2006  
General Assembly session.  
 
Traffic, uncontrolled development, and loss of 
open space have Virginians at their wits' end.  
For the first time in Virginia history these issues 
played a large role in statewide elections.  
Governor-Elect Kaine's slow growth campaign 
message rallied voters in Republican strongholds 
like Loudoun, Virginia Beach, and other 
communities plagued by sprawl.  The Governor-Elect 
recognized the importance of this issue in his 
election night acceptance speech, saying "We 
must…prevent runaway development from 
clogging up our roads and ruining our beautiful 
landscapes."  
 

 
 
Although we can be heartened by this discussion, 
we cannot let our guard down.  Real progress will 
require constant diligence in efforts to inform 
elected officials about the need to adopt real 
change, lest we shift into more empty rhetoric 
and business as usual transportation policies.   
 
With transportation and other conservation goals 
in mind, VCN is geared up for the 2006 session 
with its Legislative Priorities in place.  Thanks to 
leadership input from VCN members, white 
papers have been adopted to help citizens and 
legislators learn about our most critical issues 
and immediate goals. We hope in the coming 
weeks you will visit our website and learn about 
the threats and opportunities that lie ahead.  
 
The holidays are a time of giving thanks and 
celebration.  Let us all take the time to  
appreciate the many ways in which we are 
fortunate.  Have a wonderful holiday season, find 
time to get outside and enjoy the beautiful 
surroundings you work so hard to protect! 
 
Best Wishes,  
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Message from the President 

Give A Day for the Environment!    
VCN hosts the  

Annual Citizens’ Lobby Day 
January 16, 2006 

at the  
Valentine Richmond History Center 

Registration information inside and online  
at www.vcnva.org 
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The Virginia Conservation Network is delighted to announce its designation as 
the National Wildlife Federation’s Commonwealth of Virginia affiliate.   
 
The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is a national organization which tackles 
conservation issues of global, national, and regional scales.  NWF has affiliate 
organizations in 47 states and territories and boasts 4 million members, with 
30,000 members in Virginia alone!  
 
NWF members in Virginia care deeply about protecting wildlife and habitat.  A 
strong connection to the land is a Virginia tradition shared by VCN and its 
member groups.  We are excited at the opportunity to provide them with a link 
to our member groups that are working on the ground to preserve these 
resources in their neighborhoods and rural communities. 

Thank you to everyone for making this year’s 
Virginia Environmental Assembly (VEA) a huge 
success!  VEA was held in Ashland, Virginia, 
on a damp but beautiful autumn day at 
Randolph-Macon College.  Attendants visited 
with over 40 exhibitors, participated in educational 
workshops, and listened to thought-provoking 
speakers.  Everyone involved, from exhibitors 
to registrants to campus personnel to volunteers, 
played a huge part in making this annual event 
possible.   
 

Thank You to the 2005 Virginia Environ-
mental Assembly Sponsors and Exhibitors! 

Co-sponsor and Host                                                                                                           
The Randolph-Macon College  

Environmental Studies Program      
Special thanks to Dr. Reber Dunkel and  
Dr. Michael Fenster for coordinating the  

partnership with Randolph-Macon College.             
Assembly Supporter  
The Friendship Fund 
Assembly Friends  

The American Lung Association of Virginia 
The Virginia Audubon Council 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VEA's keynote speaker, Dr. Robert Holsworth, 
Director of the Center for Public Policy at the 
Virginia Commonwealth University, stressed 
that natural resources, growth and  
transportation issues have played an impor-
tant role in local elections for several years.   
 
Read about dedicated efforts by conservation 
partners aimed at elevating focus on these issues 
at the state level for years to come at 
www.reconnectingvirginia.org.  
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-VCN supports the Atlantic States Fisheries 
Management Commission’s (ASFMC) position 
regarding the cap on menhaden harvest.  
 
-VCN supports adequate, secure, and dedicated 
funding for water resource protection, based 
on needs currently identified.   
 
-VCN supports legislation consistent with its 
white paper on Renewable Portfolio Standards. 
 
-VCN supports adequate funding for the  
Virginia Land Conservation Foundation, local 
purchase of development rights program, and 
the tax credit.   
 
-To improve air quality in Virginia and protect 
the health of all Virginians, VCN supports 
multi-pollutant legislation to clean up under-
controlled, coal-fired power plants in Virginia; 
and increased funding that will address needs 
including but not limited to: cleaning up dirty, 
diesel school and transit buses; implementing 
clean fleet programs at the state and local  
government levels; enhancing Virginia’s air 
monitoring network; providing remote sensing 
equipment to help clean up dirty cars. 
 
-VCN opposes the trading of mercury. 
 
-VCN supports the Virginia Community Tree-
Replanting Initiative grant program from the 
Urban and community forestry program. 
 
VCN’s Board of Directors meets weekly during 
the General Assembly session to update our 
statements of position.  These additions will be 
posted to the VCN website at www.vcnva.org .   

 
Want to know how just a  
few minutes of your time  
can make a powerful  
impact on Virginia’s environment?  
 

Sign up for alerts from  
Conservation e-Action Virginia!  

 
Conservation e-Action Virginia (CAV!) is a  
collaborative effort among environmental and 
conservation organizations throughout the state 
to educate and mobilize their members by using 
the power of an online network.  The CAV!  
system provides an easy way for concerned  
citizens like you to find out about important  
issues and contact decision makers. 
 
Participation in this email alert system is fast, 
free of charge and completely voluntary.  Once 
you are enrolled, you will receive an average of 
ten alerts per year regarding pressing conservation 
issues.  The alerts provide you with a sample 
message that can be sent instantly to the tar-
geted decision-makers with just a click of a but-
ton.  Approximately ½ of these alerts will be 
sent during the upcoming General Assembly 
session.   
 
This year legislators considered bills about land 
use, transportation, air quality and water and 
natural resources funding.  By responding to our 
CAV! alerts, Virginia citizens helped to influence 
critical conservation decisions by demonstrating 
that Virginians truly care about the future of our 
Commonwealth.   
 
Just a few seconds of your time can help us 
make a significant difference.  To learn more 
about the CAV! program or to sign up to be-
come a CAV! member, please go to the website 
of our sponsor organization, the Virginia League 
of Conservation Voters Education Fund –  
http://capwiz.com/valcvef/mlm/signup/.   
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The VCN Board of Directors adopted the 
following legislative priorities for the 2006 
General Assembly session.  VCN adopts 
priorities and position statements based on input 
and recommendations from its member groups 
and its Legislative Committee. 

Enhancing the Protection of Virginia’s 
Natural Resources - - Seeing that the 
Commonwealth’s policy to protect its 
atmosphere, lands and waters from pollution, 
impairment or destruction for the benefit, 
enjoyment and general welfare of the people of 
the Commonwealth, as guaranteed in Article XI 
of the Virginia Constitution, is a VCN legislative 
priority. 
 
Transportation and Land Use - - Insuring that 
programs for transportation funding adequately  
address implications of traditional road building 
for the continuance of inefficient land use and 
sprawl is a VCN legislative priority.  The air 
quality, environmental, and land use implications 
of transportation alternatives are varied and 
significant. Any increases in such funding must 
address the transportation-land use link, 
accountability through adherence to 
performance measures, and a more balanced  
transportation network involving transit, freight 
and passenger rail, walkability, and bicycle  
accommodations. 
 
Air – multi-pollutant “Clean Smokestack” 
Legislation - - Cleaning up power plant 
emission is a VCN legislative priority. Power 
plants are Virginia’s largest source of Sulfur 

Dioxide, Nitrogen Oxides, Mercury, and other air 
toxins. VCN supports legislation similar to that 
adopted in North Carolina, which places system 
wide caps on these emissions. 
 
Responsible Energy Policy For Virginia - -  
Developing a Responsible energy policy for 
Virginia that keeps natural resources and human 
health in mind is a VCN Legislative Priority. 
 
Support for the Protection of Virginia’s Water 
Resources - -  Identifying an adequate and  
dedicated funding source to support the state’s 
portion of the costs to clean up Virginia’s 
threatened streams and rivers and the 
Chesapeake Bay is a VCN Legislative Priority.    
 
Support for Virginia’s Land Conservation 
Toolbox - -  Support for funding all three major 
land conservation tools to conserve resources 
such as our rural farmlands, public access, and 
natural areas is a VCN legislative priority.  These 
three tools include: Purchase of Development 
Rights and Ag Vitality Programs, the Virginia 
Land Conservation Foundation, and private 
conservation through Virginia’s Land 
Conservation Tax Credit Program.  Dedicated 
funding for land conservation is necessary for 
Virginia to meet its Constitutional authority to 
protect the state’s environment.   

2006 VCN White Papers  
Visit www.vcnva.org to view these 

 documents online 
 

Investing in Clean Water 
Clean Smokestacks 2006 

A Renewable Portfolio Standard 
Coordinating Pace of Development with APF 

Agricultural Vitality 
A Context Sensitive Design Approach to 

Road Planning 
Public-Private Transportation Act 

Smart Growth 
VDOT Reform and Transportation Funding 

Virginia’s Land Conservation Toolbox  

*�%
����

The Virginia Conservation Network is a  
powerful force due in large part to the dynamic 
members who serve on its board.  VCN is 
proud to announce the addition of two new 
members who were elected unanimously at the 
VCN Annual Meeting.  Welcome Ms. Pollard 
and Ms. Thompson! We are delighted to have 
you on board and look forward to your  
Involvement with VCN.  
 
Paige Pollard, Portsmouth, VA 
 
Paige Pollard is the Principal of Commonwealth 
Preservation Group, a small women-owned 
preservation consulting firm. Ms. Pollard's  
professional background includes over 10 
years of preservation experience at the local, 
state, and federal levels. She has worked on 
projects ranging from the preparation of  
National Register nominations and Historic  
Rehabilitation Tax Credit applications, to  
preservation planning initiatives and preparation 
of Design Guidelines for Architectural  
Review Boards.   
 
Ms. Pollard has worked as the Tidewater  
Region architectural historian and preservation 
planner for the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources, and as the City of Norfolk as Preservation 
Planner.  Ms. Pollard also serves on the Board 
of Directors for the National Alliance of Preservation 
Commissions, the Virginia Downtown Development 
Association, and the Preservation of Historic 
Suffolk, Inc.   

Christine Thompson, Virginia Beach, VA 
 
Christine Thompson 
is a consultant with 
expertise in water 
resources planning 
and management.  
She has facilitated  
project work for a  
variety of  
consulting firms 
across the nation.   
 
 
Ms. Thompson has spearheaded programs to 
enhance wildlife conservation in Virginia cities 
and counties, and is responsible for efforts to 
integrate conservation education into  
classroom curriculums.  She has expertise 
leading conservation nongovernmental  
organizations at local, state, and national  
levels, including time serving on the Board of 
Directors for the Red Cross, United Way, and 
two VCN  member groups: The National  
Wildlife Federation and Wetlands Watch.   
 
Ms. Thompson participates in the Hampton 
Roads Sustainable Development Discussion 
Group, and is actively involved in her  
community.  VCN was recently designated as 
NWF’s Virginia affiliate, and Ms. Thompson will 
be a valuable link to our new partner  
organization.   

Virginia Conservation Network is the Commonwealth’s only statewide network.   
With over 115 member organizations, VCN is working to strengthen the effectiveness of conservation groups 

and build grassroots involvement through: 
· Increasing Public Awareness and Involvement through events like Citizen Lobby Days, Legislative 

Forums, and the Virginia Environmental Assembly 
· Elevating Awareness of Important Environmental Issues, through the VCN Newsletter, the VCN website, 

and the publication of conservation briefing books with white papers on each major conservation issue  
· Coordinating an effective statewide response on important policy issues through workgroups on water, 

air, conservation, land use and transportation, energy and forest issues 
Please consider a donation to support this work in the amount of $50, $100, $250, or $500.   

Contribute online today by visiting www.vcnva.org and clicking the Donate Now link. 
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If you had to pick one symbol to represent the 
Richmond region, a good choice, sad to say, 
might be the bulldozer.   
 
Not only is the Richmond area growing, the rate 
of change is accelerating and is significantly 
outstripping the rate of population growth.   
 
For example, according to “Where Are We 
Growing?,” a report published in 2003 by the 
Southern Environmental Law Center, in just 
one five-year period between 1992 and 1997 
Metropolitan Richmond converted 58,800 acres 
of open space to strip malls, subdivisions, office 
parks, highways, parking lots, and other 
“development” projects.  That total represented 
a growth rate of 30 percent for the five-year 
period, while the area’s population grew only 8 
percent.  In the ten years prior to1992, only 
58,300 acres were developed.   Since 1997, 
the area has experienced the same kind of 
feverish change, and all signs indicate that 
these trends are likely to continue.  
  
Such rapid growth can have many ramifications 
for a community—both good and bad.  Growth 
itself is not necessarily a problem.  The 
important questions are exactly how and where 
will the Richmond region grow and change? 
And who will decide?   
 
The answers are critical to the quality of life of 
area residents, since government policies and 
business decisions that drive growth touch 
every aspect of the community and affect us 
profoundly as individuals, too.   
It is no overstatement to say that decisions 

about which highways are built or how 
subdivisions are designed, for example, may 
determine how much time we spend in traffic 
instead of with our families, what kind of 
houses we can afford, how much of the natural 
landscape survives, how much we pay in taxes, 
what historical features we save, what other 
amenities we can enjoy; and even how safe our 
children are.   
 
The Partnership for Smarter Growth (PSG) is a 
citizens’ education and advocacy organization.  
It’s mission is to promote smart growth 
principles and practices throughout the region, 
so that as greater Richmond grows and 
develops everyone can participate and 
everyone can enjoy a high quality of life and a 
genuine sense of community.   
 
PSG’s members and volunteers represent the 
eight localities within the metropolitan area (the 
City of Richmond and Charles City, 
Chesterfield, Goochland, Hanover, Henrico, 
New Kent, and Powhatan Counties).    
 
PSG offers volunteers many ways to find a 
niche suited to their skills and interests: 
gathering information about proposed 
development projects within their communities, 
attending public meetings, raising funds, giving 
presentations, and more.   
 
All are welcome!  For information, visit 
www.psgrichmond.org or call Adele MacLean, 
Coordinator, at 804-225-1902. 
 

Many thanks to Adele MacLean, PSG Coordinator, for 
submitting this article! 

In each issue of VCNnews, VCN highlights the  
efforts of one of our 115 member organizations.  
This helps strengthen our network by providing an 
opportunity to learn from successes in other  
regions.  If your organization is a member of VCN 
and would like to be included in a future issue, 
please contact Carey Whitehead at  
vcngeneral@aol.com . 
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The Virginia Conservation Network (VCN) held 
a dinner to celebrate its 35th anniversary on 
April 28, 2005, in Richmond, Virginia.  VCN was 
established in 1990, but was originally called 
the Conservation Council of Virginia (CCVA), 
which formed in 1969.   
 
The 35th Anniversary Dinner celebrated three 
and a half decades of dedicated conservation 
effort and was attended by many committed  
individuals who tirelessly work to improve the 
Commonwealth’s natural environment.    

Keynoting the dinner was former New Jersey 
Governor, and former Administrator of the US 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Honorable 
Christine Todd Whitman.  Governor Whitman 
stressed that the environment’s role in politics 
should be bipartisan.  Former Virginia Governor, 
the Honorable Linwood Holton, spoke at the 
event and was recognized as an Honorary Lifetime 
Member of VCN for his exceptional leadership 
and service to the community.  
 
The Virginia Conservation Network presented 
environmental awards to these conservationists 
and whole heartedly applauds their energy and 
spirit: 

The “Blue Ridge Award ” was presented to 
Chris Miller, president of the Piedmont Environmental 
Council and past president of VCN, for his sig-
nificant contributions to the protection and en-
hancement of Virginia’s environment.  
 
 The “Mighty Oak Award ” was presented to 
Mrs. James (Bunny) Murray and Mrs. Robert 
(Bessie) Carter , for their continued focus on the 
environment and involvement with the predecessor 
organization to VCN, the Conservation Council of 
Virginia (CCVA).  
 
The “Cardinal Award ” was presented to 
Patricia A. Jackson , environmental consultant, 
former executive director of the James River 
Association, and long-time VCN Board Member 
and former president, for continued focus on the 
environment and for support of VCN.   
 
The “Dogwood Awards ” were presented to  
organizations in recognition of their efforts to 
improve the environment of Virginia, in three 
categories:  The Virginia League of Conservation 
Voters (non-profit), Smith Lewis Architecture  
(private), and the Virginia Outdoors Foundation 
(government organization). 
 
The evening was a huge success, and we thank 
you again for your continued support!  

The Honorable Linwood Holton, former Virginia Governor 
and leader of the effort to add Virginians' right to a clean 
environment into the state Constitution, greets The Honorable 
Christine Todd Whitman, former EPA administrator and 
New Jersey Governor, and VCN President Martha Wingfield at 
the VCN 35th Anniversary Dinner. 

Mr. Jim Ukrop, Chairman and CEO of Ukrop's  
Supermarkets and First Market Bank, shared the history 
behind his own conservation ethic at the ceremony.  Our 
deepest appreciation goes to Mr. Ukrop, Ukrop's and First 
Market Bank for supporting VCN as the Hero of the 
Planet Sponsor of our spring event. 


