
Dear Friends, 
 
Virginia Conservation Network underwent many 
changes in 2006: new staff, new board members, and a 
new office among them.  2007 promises to be an 
exciting year. VCN will celebrate at our Annual 
Conservation Awards on Thurs., May 3 at 7:00 p.m.  
 In the past VCN has been honored to present 
many distinguished and informed speakers at each 
annual awards ceremony and dinner.  This year we are 
delighted to present the Annual Conservation Awards 
in a slightly different, but equally entertaining format.   
 We hope you will join us as we share a night 
of fun, honor our conservation heroes, and present the 
hilarious musical satire troupe: the Capitol Steps.  The 
evening’s special events will take place on Thursday, 
May 3, 2007 at the Modlin Center for the Arts located 
on the scenic campus of the University of Richmond 
in Richmond, Virginia.  We begin the night at 5:30 
p.m. with a delicious heavy hors d'oeuvre reception.  
Sponsors, awardees, honored guests, and conservation 
leaders will be in attendance for relaxed mingling 
before the performance.  I hope you will join me at the 
pre-show reception by purchasing a sponsor ticket.   
 At 7:00 p.m. we will present our Annual 
Conservation Awards to leaders who have worked to 
create a more sustainable commonwealth.  We will 
honor Bank of America for sustainable business 

 
plans at the corporate level; the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation for government 
leadership in constructing Virginia’s first state-owned 
LEED certified building, the Wilderness Road State 
Park Visitors Center; the Christiansburg-based 
Community Housing Partners Corporation for non-
profit Leadership in green building and sustainability; 
and Ms. Bryna Dunn, LEED AP, with Moseley 
Architects for her exemplary leadership to promote 
green building practices.   

The final award of the evening goes to Rev. 
Richard Cizik for his leadership within the faith 
community on the issues of global warming and 
sustainability.  I am so pleased to honor all our 
awardees for their important work to help Virginians 
create more environmentally conscious communities.  

At  7:30 p.m., the Capitol Steps will take the 
stage to parody the ridiculous world we all call home. 

I hope you will join us for what promises to be 
a night of laughter. As conservationists we all need to 
take a moment to enjoy the absurdity. 
 

With Warmest Regards, 
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Virginia Conservation Network | the Commonwealth’s only statewide network  
 

With over 100 diverse member organizations, VCN is working to strengthen the effectiveness of conservation 
groups and build grassroots involvement through: 

 

· Increasing Public Awareness and Involvement through events like Citizen Lobby Days, Legislative 
Forums, and the Virginia Environmental Assembly 

 

· Elevating Awareness of Important Environmental Issues, through the VCN Newsletter, VCN E-News, the 
VCN website, an action alert network,  and the publication of conservation briefing books with white 
papers on many major conservation issues 

 

· Coordinating an effective statewide response on important policy issues through workgroups on water, 
air, conservation, land use and transportation, energy and forest issues 
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The Virginia Conservation Network is proud to be th e National Wildlife Federation’s 
Commonwealth of Virginia affiliate. 

 
The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is a national organization 
that tackles conservation issues on global, national, and regional 
scales.  NWF has affiliate organizations in 47 states and territories and 
boasts 4 million members, with 30,000 members in Virginia alone!  
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The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay (Alliance) is a 
regional nonprofit organization that builds and 
fosters partnerships to protect and restore the Bay 
and its rivers. It is a coalition of educators, 
scientists, farmers, recreational enthusiasts, 
environmentalists, businesses, government officials, 
and citizens across the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  
The Alliance has been a leader in facilitating these 
groups to come to consensus on positions and 
programs that help to protect the Chesapeake Bay.  
Known as “The Voice of the Bay,” the Alliance 
continues to be a source of unbiased information, 
able to act as a neutral party on all Bay watershed 
issues.  The Alliance maintains offices in Baltimore; 
Harrisburg, PA; Washington DC and Richmond, 
Virginia.  Some Virginia programs include: 
 
2007 James River Sojourn 
The 2007 James River Sojourn is a partnership 
project coordinated by the Virginia office of the 
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and follows on 
four previously successful James River Sojourns, as 

well as 17 years of Alliance sojourns on the major 
tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay.  Working with 
local and regional organizations, the James River 
Sojourn is a 7-day on-the-water traveling 

educational and publicity event for up to 125 
paddlers, with this year’s theme being 
Rediscovering Conservation: Land Use Along 
James River, Then and Now.  The journey will start 
on the Rivanna River and travel down the James to 
and through Richmond, ending up at Dutch Gap 
Conservation Area.  Dates are June 16-23 and 
additional information is available at 
www.AllianceChesBay.org. 
 
Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring.  
The staff of the Alliance Virginia office works with 
watershed and monitoring groups around Virginia to 
provide training of volunteer citizen in chemical and 
bacteria monitoring.  Once certified under the 
Alliances Quality Assurance Program Plan, these 
volunteers contribute to DEQ’s biennial reports by 
providing Level III data (equivalent to DEQ 
sampling) for several parameters.  This year, the 
Alliance is launching its Train-the-Trainer program 
to help groups expand their capacity to train and 
certify water quality monitors locally.  The Alliance 
is also supporting the emerging Virginia Citizens for 
Water Quality (VCWQ) in order to provide 
coordination among citizen water quality monitors 
around the state.  As in previous years, the Alliance 
is signatory to the Partnership Agreement between 
DEQ, DCR, and several other groups, which affirms 
a joint commitment on the part of state agencies and 
volunteer monitoring interests to utilize and support 
volunteer water quality monitoring efforts in 
Virginia. 
 

In each issue of VCNnews, VCN highlights the  
efforts of one of our 100+ member organizations to 
learn from successes in other regions.  If your  
organization would like to be included in a future 

Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay 
530 E. Main Street, Suite 501 

Richmond, VA  23218 
(804) 775-0951 

www.AllianceChesBay.org 
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Restoration and Water Quality Protection 
Much of the work of the Alliance involves partner-
ships with local and regional groups to help build ca-
pacity for undertaking restoration activities.  In 2006, 
the Alliance helped the Rappahannock Wildlife Ref-
uge Friends in Warsaw, VA increase its membership 
and capacity to support the Rappahannock River Val-
ley NWR.  The Alliance recruited Northern Neck vol-
unteers to design and install a native plant BayScapes 
garden at the Refuge headquarters.  Volunteers be-
came new members and have agreed to long term 
stewardship of the garden at the Refuge.  In a similar 
project at Presquile NWR, the Alliance worked with 
partners to host a series of planting days in which 250 
volunteers planted 3500 trees to stabilize the NWR 
shoreline along the James River and provide habitat 
for wildlife.  The Refuge now has a cohort of willing 
volunteers to assist with additional tasks in the future 
 
Following on the successful design and installation of 
Richmond’s first green roof on the SunTrust building, 
the Alliance is now working with Union BankShares 
to promote the green building technologies, including 
an extensive green roof and other stormwater and LID 
features at its new corporate center in Caroline 
County.  To help encourage local businesses to incor-
porate conservation landscaping into their facilities, 
the Alliance is working with partners to design and 
host a “BayScapes for Corporate and Public Facilities” 
workshop in the fall of 2007. 
 
Since 2003, the Alliance has been working with the 
Center for Watershed Protection and the National 
Homebuilders Association under a program called 
Builders for the Bay to host a series of better site de-
sign Roundtables in all the Bay states.  These roundta-
bles provide a successful format in which local com-
munity stakeholders, the building industry, and local 
government staff and officials review codes and ordi-
nances to evaluate how water quality can be protected 
during development.  In Virginia, Charles City County 
completed a Builders Roundtable in 2003.  The Alli-
ance is presently working with the Virginia Beach 
Green Ribbon Panel to complete a roundtable process 
that is focusing on redevelopment. 
 
For further information about any of these projects, 
please contact Leslie Middleton, Director of the  
Virginia office of the Alliance at (804) 775-0951 or 
lmiddleton@acb-online.org. 
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What Are VCN Workgroups?  

 

VCN member organizations shape the Network’s  positions and policy decisions through participation in our 
Issue Workgroups. Any representative of a VCN member organization may participate! 

 

VCN has Issue Workgroups devoted to: Air, Rural Issues & Land Conservation, Water, Energy,  
Land Use & Transportation, Wildlife, & Forest Issues.   
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Sponsor Reception 

Sponsor Reception   

begins at 5:30 p.m.

begins at 5:30 p.m.  


