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Clean Energy 

 
 
Overview 
How Virginia powers its businesses and homes has a significant impact on our 
public health and environment. We can cut carbon and other pollutants, lower 
electricity bills for customers, and generate good paying jobs by building Virginia’s clean energy future. 
The technology is available and neighboring states are seizing the opportunities—Virginia must as well. 
 

COMMUNITY SOLAR 
 
SUPPORT HB2112 (Keam; Special Subcommittee on Energy)/ SB1208 (Wexton; Special 
Subcommittee on Renewable Energy) 
SUPPORT- HB2303* (Minchew; Special Subcommittee on Energy)/ SB1394* (Wagner; Special 
Subcommittee on Renewable Energy)  
*VCN’s support of these bills is conditional, barring any adverse changes in the final bill language.  
 
Across the Commonwealth, many individuals and families are expressing an interest in local, clean power 
sources. However, not all Virginians are able to install a solar system at their homes for various reasons 
(e.g. cost, physical characteristics of their property, renting a home, etc.). These barriers prevent a large 
segment of Virginians from taking advantage of solar energy. 
  
Community solar is a solution to this problem. Community solar projects reduce the price of renewable 
energy for participating customers by developing a solar energy project that serves a number of 
households or businesses.  These solar projects are normally located close to the communities they serve, 
allowing Virginians access to the benefits of solar even if they are unable to install solar systems on their 
own homes. A good example of this concept would be a church with a solar installation dispatching clean 
energy to its congregants.  
 

● All Virginians should be able to benefit from clean energy, regardless of their income, where they 
live, or whether they own their own home. 

 
●  Investing in renewable energy brings well-paying and secure jobs to the Commonwealth. In fact, 

there are more jobs in solar energy than oil, gas, and coal in the United States. Virginia currently 
lags behind our neighbors in renewable energy development, but this is an opportunity for us to 
lead. 

 
● Clean energy means healthier communities. Reducing our dependence on fossil fuels can also 

reduce the rate of asthma and heart disease.  
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VIRGINIA COASTAL PROTECTION ACT 
SUPPORT HB2018 (Villanueva; Special Subcommittee on Energy) 
SUPPORT SB1471* (Locke; Senate Agriculture)   
SUPPORT SB1496* (Lewis; Senate Agriculture)  
*The two identical Senate bills will be combined in committee. 
 
The Virginia Alternative Energy & Coastal Protection Act proposes to have Virginia join the states 
participating in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). RGGI is a cooperative effort currently 
comprised of nine East Coast states from Maine to Maryland, that caps and reduces carbon emissions 
from power plants. Under RGGI, power plants in participating states purchase allowances for every ton of 
carbon pollution that they emit. RGGI is a flexible, market-based system. Member states set the carbon 
cap, and then, power plants decide how to stay below it. Revenue from the auction of pollution 
allowances goes back to the state to fund carbon reduction programs and other initiatives decided by each 
state. Estimates indicate that the Commonwealth could receive $250 million a year from auction 
allowances. Revenues would go to the Shoreline Resiliency Fund, with monies appropriated to flooding 
resilience efforts, energy efficiency, and clean energy programs, and economic development in the 
Southwest. 
  

• Recurrent flooding is a significant issue for the coast and impacts other regions in the state as 
well.   
 

• This bill is a real solution that has been offered with dedicated funding, and it has bi-partisan 
support. 

  
• This bill will benefit multiple programs that impact all Virginians.  

 
• Since the inception of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) in 2009, emissions in 

RGGI states fell at a rate 2x greater than non-RGGI states, while the GDP in RGGI states grew 
3% more than non-RGGI states.  

 
• Recurrent flooding is having significant impacts on Virginia’s military bases in Hampton Roads, 

posing a threat to national security.	  
 
	  


