
 
Job Description: Lead Organizer, Bike Walk RVA  
Date Posted: April 23, 2017 
Open until filled 
 
Sports Backers is a 501(c)(3) charitable non-profit organization with a vision to transform greater Richmond into the 
most physically active community in the nation by leading the area in embracing and celebrating an active lifestyle. 
 
Communities that are designed to accommodate active modes of transportation such as biking, walking, and transit are 
significantly more physically active than those that lack sidewalks, bike lanes, paved trails, and safe neighborhood 
streets.  Sports Backers is addressing the lack of these facilities in greater Richmond through Bike Walk RVA – a regional 
program created to advocate for bike and pedestrian friendly policies, programs and infrastructure projects. 

I. Overview 
 

The Lead Organizer will spend the majority of their time working with our always-expanding network of grassroots 
advocates, empowering them to be leaders in the movement toward a walkable, bikeable Richmond region. The Lead 
Organizer will identify, recruit, and develop members of the community into effective advocates for biking and walking, 
and then work on a daily basis with these “Champions” to build support for bicycle and pedestrian friendly policies, 
plans, and projects. Campaign, community, or other organizing experience is required, and understanding of 
transportation policy and planning is strongly desired.  
 
II. Specific Responsibilities 

 

 Manage communication – via targeted emails, blog posts, action alerts, and social media engagement – to our 
database of over 40,000 biking and walking advocates across the Richmond region. 

 Identify and recruit people from the community to work with Bike Walk RVA on infrastructure advocacy campaigns.  

 Administer the Bike Walk RVA Academy, our biannual eight-week advocacy training course. 

 Oversee and provide support to the teams of advocates (“Bike Walk RVA Champions”) in localities across the region. 
Currently, these include Richmond, Chesterfield County, Hanover County, and Henrico County. 

 Mobilize Bike Walk RVA Champions, community residents, local business owners, and more to turn out to and speak 
up at public events (open houses, public meetings, hearings, etc.). 

 Identify local plans and projects that require support, and work with county staff, residents, and elected officials to 
secure funding, ensure proper design, and timely implementation. 

 Assist Sports Backers event staff with major events as needed. 
 
III. Skills  
 

 Ability to identify, recruit, train, and organize residents of the community, including underserved populations.  

 Strong communication skills and comfort with public speaking in a variety of settings. 

 Experience and proven leadership in developing and executing campaigns. 

 Ability to translate policies, plans and design into language understandable by the general public. 
 
IV. Employment Specifics 
 

 Full-time salaried position with evening and weekend work sometimes required.  

 Ability to travel around the Richmond region is required. 

 Reports to and is supervised by the Director of Bike Walk RVA. 

 Compensation commensurate with qualifications and experience; benefits package. 
 
To apply, submit a cover letter, resume and three professional references, all in a single PDF document to 
amy@sportsbackers.org. Position is open until filled.  

mailto:amy@sportsbackers.org

