
 
 

OPPOSE EFFORTS TO WEAKEN OR SIDESTEP SMART SCALE 
 
Objectivity and transparency in transportation funding are the cornerstones of the prioritization 
process the General Assembly unanimously called for in 2014 (now “SMART SCALE”).  Both 
would be significantly undermined by proposed bills to cherry-pick individual projects for 
funding and study, as well as restrict the ability to objectively evaluate projects. 
 
Oppose Individual Project Funding Bills 
 
By providing an objective review and comparison of the respective costs and benefits of all 
projects statewide, SMART SCALE is critical to ensuring we get the best bang for the buck for 
taxpayer funds and make the most efficient use of limited resources. Allowing projects to 
sidestep this review and be funded through legislative fiat would defeat the whole reason for this 
process and open the door to a flood of similar proposals.  Please oppose these proposals: 

• HB 103 (Thomas) would direct VDOT to immediately proceed with widening I-95 in 
Northern Virginia without the project being scored under SMART SCALE. 

• HB 668 (Kilgore) would direct $40 million annually to the Bristol and Salem VDOT 
districts, primarily earmarked to build the controversial Coalfields Expressway. 

• HJ 87 (O’Quinn) would create a joint subcommittee to study adding lanes to I-81 between 
Wytheville and Bristol. 

• SB 31 (Stanley) would repurpose a pre-SMART SCALE earmark, directing $40 million each 
year from the General Fund for Route 58 to instead go toward a $4 billion new I-73. 

• SB 30, Item 450#2s (Peake) would fund the engineering, design, and construction of an 
eastern bypass of Route 29 around Charlottesville without scoring under SMART SCALE 
and with no cost estimate; SJ 32 (Peake) would require a study of this proposal. 

• SB 30, Item 450#3s (McDougle) would provide $297 million without scoring under 
SMART SCALE to replace Route 3 Norris Bridge. 
 

Oppose Changes to the SMART SCALE Scoring Process 
 
The current prioritization statute outlines the factors to be considered in scoring projects, but 
leaves it to the Commonwealth Transportation Board to use its expertise to develop the specific 
measures and methodology to ensure the process will be fair as applied to projects statewide and 
advance the goals of Virginia’s long-range transportation plan. The value of this process is 
undermined if legislators change scoring measures without vetting and review by the CTB, 
transportation staff, and the public. Please oppose the following proposals: 

• HB 72 (Thomas) & SB207 (Stuart) would direct the CTB to change the way it analyzes 
congestion mitigation in a way that would favor certain highway corridors. 

• HB 1263 (Kilgore) would exempt Bristol and Salem district proposals from a number of 
scoring factors that apply everywhere else, including impacts on environmental quality.  

• HB 1455 (Thomas) would direct the CTB to change the way it scores accessibility to jobs, 
potentially giving a leg up to projects that promote long commutes and sprawl. 

• SB 147 (Edwards) would add a new prioritization factor to the scoring process—“travel 
time reliability;” although a useful measure, it is already assessed in the current system. 

 
For further information, please contact: Trip Pollard, tpollard@selcva.org, 804-343-1090 

mailto:tpollard@selcva.org

