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This position was taken by Virginia Conservation Network (VCN)’s Legislative Committee and Board of Directors and is supported 
by Virginia’s conservation community. For a complete list of VCN positions, visit www.vcnva.org/bill-tracker. VCN is committed to 
building a powerful, diverse, and highly-coordinated conservation movement focused on protecting our Commonwealth’s natural 
resources today and for tomorrow.  

 

Reasons to support HB 2042 and SB 1393 
The current statute limits localities’ authority to preserve and conserve their tree canopies. 
This bill enhances their ability to increase their tree canopies in several specific 
circumstances: (i) to generate pollution reduction credits through installation of an 
approved Urban Tree Canopy Expansion best management practice (BMP) or other 
approved BMP for compliance with the locality's Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) Permit; (ii) to help address local flooding in any development project located in a 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area; (iii) in any development project located in an area that 
prior to the passage of the federal Fair Housing Act of 1968, 42 U.S.C. § 3601 et seq., was 
redlined or graded "D" by the federal Home Owners' Loan Corporation; and (iv) to ensure 
conformity with the comprehensive plan adopted by the locality. 
 

Overview: 
Virginia limits the percentage of trees that local governments can require developers to 
replace or conserve in the process of development. Depending on zoning, those caps range 
from 10-30%. HB2042 and SB1393 enable localities to adopt higher replacement percentages 
where trees are used to meet water quality, flooding management, and equity goals.  
 
The bill also expands statewide the applicability of the tree preservation statute, Va. Code 
15.2-961.1.  The provisions in this statute allow local governments to establish a tree fund or 
tree bank, providing offsite options for developers unable to achieve the canopy replacement 
percentages onsite. Tree fund fees collected can be used to plant trees on municipal 
property or support non-profits conservation groups in planting trees on private property.   
 
Virginia is losing 16,000 acres of trees per year to development and disease. Their loss 
removes their ability to capture carbon and harmful particulates, reduce flooding, provide 
habitat, improve water quality and quality of life.  
 


