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This position was taken by Virginia Conservation Network (VCN)’s Legislative Committee and Board of Directors and is supported 
by Virginia’s conservation community. For a complete list of VCN positions, visit www.vcnva.org/bill-tracker. VCN is committed to 
building a powerful, diverse, and highly-coordinated conservation movement focused on protecting our Commonwealth’s natural 
resources today and for tomorrow.  

Reasons to support SB 1373/ HB2221 
- Often when the public first learns about a new project in their community the applicant and 

agency may be advanced in the development process, depriving the public the ability to 
weigh in at those critical first steps 

- This legislation would help ensure that communities are notified in advance of any permits 
being submitted so that their voice can be considered in the drafting of permit applications 

- This bill would also take an important first step in updating the media channels used to 
notify the public by requiring the use of individual mailings and social media in addition to 
the traditional newspaper notices 

- By requiring the applicant to gather and submit comments from the impacted community, 
DEQ will have the ability to better assess whether an applicant made a meaningful effort to 
accommodate the concerns raised 
 

Overview: 

This legislation would require applicants for certain air, hazardous waste, and water new and/or major 
modified permits to hold a public meeting. The applicant must publish notices of the hearing in English 
and Spanish in a newspaper, publish notice of the meeting on social media, and on signage at the 
proposed site location. Additionally, the applicant will need to mail notices to properties within a 3-mile 
radius. These actions must be taken at least 60 days prior to the public meeting.  

At the public meeting applicants must advise the community of the expected environmental impacts 
and take written and verbal comments. A summary of those comments must be submitted to DEQ along 
with a report responding to community concerns.  

The application will not be deemed complete and ready for review until all these steps have been 
completed by the applicant and verified by DEQ.  


